
                
 

 
1 

 
 

Explanation of Proposal Template: BMBF funds in 2023  

This part of the proposal document can have a length of maximum 6 pages. It is meant to 

provide a concise overview over the proposed cooperative research project covering the entire 

funding period of one year. It should point out how the intended activities and participating 

researchers are suitable to achieve the overall aims of the cooperative research. The template is 

not to be changed, the margins have to be kept, Calibri 11pt has to be used as a font. 

At the beginning of the document, there are three lines to fill in GUC academics, and three lines 

to fill in German academics. Should you need more lines/space, please do not change the 

template, but provide an extra page with the names and affiliations. This is the only exception 

to add a page.  

Please understand that we impose these restrictions in order to ensure maximum fairness, i.e. 

all applicants have the same space available to describe their project. Correspondingly, we 

expect all applicants to respect these restrictions and will exclude applications with more pages 

for formal reasons. 

1. Full Project Title (1/2 page together with heading) 

Provide a concise and clear project title and a description of the research area(s) you are working in. 

2. Motivation and Project Goals (1 page) 

Provide a clear motivation of the research challenge under investigation. Specify clearly formulated 
research goals or questions and, if appropriate, present “testable hypotheses” or similar. Clearly point 
out what is in scope (and what not) of your research project. Provide a justification for the need for 
research to be conducted on this topic (novelty, impact) and also how it aims to contribute to the 
overall goals of the TNB project, i.e., how it fits into the overall research agenda of the GUC and how it 
is suited to strengthen or establish a sustainable cooperation with German partners. 

3. Existing Previous Work / Cooperation and State of the Art (1 page) 

Put your envisioned research in context of existing state of the art, discussing also envisioned original 
contributions by your work in comparison to named state of the art. Also discuss own previous 
publications by the project partners and especially previous joint work. 
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4. Cooperation Partners (1/2 page, CVs go extra) 

This section is meant to justify why partners are capable to conduct the planned research, why 
required preconditions (e.g., labs, equipment) are met by the partners. In particular, you should discuss 
the roles and responsibilities of partners in the project and highlight how both sides complement one 
another in achieving the research goals and why the cooperation is required in the first place to achieve 
the goals. 

5. Project Implementation (1 ½ pages) 

This section should include 

- A description of the approach / methodology your project will take to address the problem and 
achieve the goals outlined in Sec. 1. 

- A detailed workplan and timeline of the project that shows how you will implement your 
project. This can, for example, include a breakdown in tasks/workpackages/milestones. 

- Responsibilities of partners for different parts of the workplan 
 

6. Expected output and long-term perspective (½ page) 

Describe the expected output and envisioned results of the project, ideally in a measurable way (i.e. 
approx. number of publications, Master theses, PhD students etc.). 

Note that research clusters aim to establish a longer-term cooperation, for example by preparing future 
proposals for additional funding from sources like DFG/STDF, GERF, or EU. Please outline your ambition 
to work towards acquiring such funding and to continue your collaboration beyond the funded 1-year 
period. 

 


